It’s worth the time, | promise!

* Yes, it takes time and effort to launch your website. It’'s an investment!

* Your website might be the first impression you make on a potential
employer or collaborator.

* Building a website showcases your current work, your technical
savvy, and your personal style.

» Keeping records is hard, and a website can help you remember your
accomplishments when you need them!
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First, a disclaimer.

(in other words, a big thank you)

 Many of the following resources
and examples are adapted from
materials by Jenny Bryan and

Marvin Schmitt.

* Their websites are full of helpful

advice and tutorials, and |

definitely recommend giving

them a look!
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https://jennybryan.org/about/
https://marvin-schmitt.com/

Everything’s gotta talk to each other!

e | assume that you have RStudio, Quarto, Git, and GitHub all working on
your local machine, and that you can access Git and GitHub through
your installation of RStudio.

* If you don’t, check out Jenny Bryan’s guide to make that happen!
(You may want to do this later and follow along with the provided

example for now.)

e All other tools and tricks we mention can be handled within the
Quarto files you use to make your website!
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https://happygitwithr.com/

Step 0: Write (or download) the basic files.

* If you want to start with a template, use Marvin’s
setup from the example.

Name

> M _freeze
* Notice the different components that correspond : Z::aftogm'
to different parts of the website. S
> M@ docs
* You don’t need to touch anything in the _freeze or > @ html
docs folders. > M img
B index.gmd
* The _quarto.yml and index.gmd files drive your Sl

Ianding page information! I quarto-website-template.Rproj
& README.md
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https://github.com/marvinschmitt/quarto-website-template/archive/refs/heads/main.zip
https://github.com/marvinschmitt/quarto-website-template/archive/refs/heads/main.zip
https://github.com/marvinschmitt/quarto-website-template/archive/refs/heads/main.zip
https://github.com/marvinschmitt/quarto-website-template/archive/refs/heads/main.zip
https://github.com/marvinschmitt/quarto-website-template/archive/refs/heads/main.zip
https://github.com/marvinschmitt/quarto-website-template/archive/refs/heads/main.zip

Step 1: Set up your YAML.

_quarto.yml

# website settings
website:

title: "Ashley E. Mullan" # Your name

description: “"Ashley E. Mullan is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Biostatistics at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. Her research
interests include measurement error, missing data, and social determinants of health." # A brief slogan (optional)

image: img/my_image.jpg

® Update your personal information. favicon: img/favicon.png

# start of the navigation bar at the top of the website
navbar:

pinned: true

logo: /img/logo.png

* The sub-pages will appear on the top [t

- text: "Blog"
href:

left of the site in the navigation bar. St

- text: "
href:
- text: "
href:

« Each sub-page will need at least a i

sub-folder with another file called

href: "“https://twitter.com/ashley___mullan"

- i i i i "
+ "{{<iconify riibluesky-fill>}}
I n ex. q m - H tps://bsky.app/profile/ashleymullan.bsky.social”
icon: github
3 tps://github.com/ashleymullan"
:+ "{{<iconify simplezicons;orcid>}}"
: "https://orcid.org/0009-0009-7838-3527"
: linkedin

° You can delete or add options ;riaiésg?zéé:::w.linkedin.com/in/ashley—muuan—b478b6158"
in the social media section.

href: "mailto:ashley.e.mullan@vanderbilt.edu"

# Don't touch unless you know what you are doing :) ———
search:
location: navbar

* You may want to change the footer

' “don’t touch” ti '
right: |
I n th e O n O u C SeC I O n L] <span class="faux-block"><a href="https://github.com/ashleymullan/ashleymullan.github.io">View source on GitHub</a></span>
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Step 2: Set up your homepage.

index.gqmd (the original)

about :

- The about block sets up everything ——" |FAEE

above your welcome header.

links:

e Similarly to your YAML setup, you can
add any flavor of contact info below
your headshot.

* This includes icons, labels, and links!

* Once you’ve defined the block, you
can directly call it by its label!

27
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- icon:
text:
href:

- text:
href:

- icon:
text:
href:

- text:
href:

- icon:
text:
href:

 If there’s no easy icon available, you =

: Email

can always try out iconify! Z

image: "img/my_image.jpg"

twitter

Twitter

"https://twitter.com/ashley___mullan"

"{{< iconify ri:bluesky-fill>}} BlueSky"
"https://bsky.app/profile/ashleymullan.bsky.social"

github

GitHub

"https://github.com/ashleymullan"

"{{< iconify simple-icons:orcid>}} ORCID"
"https://orcid.org/0009-0009-7838-3527"
linkedin

LinkedIn

envelope

"mailto:ashley.e.mullan@vanderbilt.edu"

::: {#about-block}

28« # § Hi, and welcome to my website!
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about :

template:
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Step 3: Add some more pages.

page-name/index.qmd

 The name of the page in the
navigation bar comes from what
you called it in the YAML in Step 1.

 The name at the top of the page
comes from the title.

» Use standard Markdown tricks
(headers, bolding, italics, and links)
to construct a simple page.

* This works just like any standard
document that renders to HTML.

?  title: "Publications & Media"

5 ~Yhat good is science if the world doesn't see it?

## Peer-Reviewed

1. **A.E. Mullan**, P.D.A. Nguyen, S.C. Lotspeich, "Linking Potentially Misclassified Healthy Food Access to Diabetes
Prevalence," *Statistics and Public Policy*, vol. 13, no. 1, 2026. </br>
[Paper](https://doi.org/10.1080/2330443X.2026.2667842) -
[Software](https://github.com/ashleymullan/food_access_misclassification)

2 2. S.C. Lotspeich, **A.E. Mullan**, L. D'Agostino McGowan, and S.A. Hepler, "Combining straight-line and map-based

distances to investigate the connection between proximity to healthy foods and disease," *Statistics in Medicine*,
vol. 44, no. 7, pp. e70054, 2025. </br>

3 [Paper](https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sim.70054) -

[Software](https://github.com/sarahlotspeich/food_access_imputation)

7« ## Professional

9 1. *A_E. Mullan**, "For better or for worse: The “kiss effect” on television ratings," *Significance*, Volume 22,

Issue 6-7, pp. 30-33, 2025. </br>

20 [Article](https://academic.oup.com/jrssig/article-abstract/22/6-7/30/8275180)

22« ## Media
>3

1. The Classic "Will They, or Won't They?" and the Kiss Effect | Stats + Stories Episode 381 | February 12, 2026
</br>

25 [Podcast Episode](https://statsandstories.net/societyl/the-classic-will-they-or-wont-they-and-the-kiss-effect)
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Now that the skeleton works, add sparkle!

e Column and tab layouts
* Images and GiFs

* Pops of color
 Embedded documents
» Specialized fonts

 Fancy YAML options
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Columns and Tabs

(it’s just a class within Quarto

» Set up classes within your page
to create specialized layouts! "

9 :::: {.columns}
10

* You’ll recognize a class by its | o R G
preceding colons and curly S ## Coming Soon to Theaters

bracket |abe| 15 1. **Invited Talk**: Seize the Data: Around the World of Statistics in Five Days </br>
- 16 *Women in Statistics and Data Science Conference* - *QOctober 2026* </br>

17 <span style="color:#cc@@cc;"> Slides </span>

. 18
* If you start a class with 4 colons, 19-## Highlight Reel
you close it with 4 colons when 0 {.panel-tabset}
you’re done! Label with # signs. 25w 2026

24

e You can put classes (like tabs)
inside of other classes (like
columns)!
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Images and GlFs

(a piCtUI“e iS Worth 1,000 WOI‘dS) 7 ![legally blonde joke caption](legally-blonde.gif)

The basic format: ![caption](location) ——

. 20
YOU Can download |mageS tO 91 <img src="themePark.png" style="height: 25%; width: 25%; margin: auto; display: block; object-fit: fill"
. . onclick="window.open('https://github.com/MatthewBJane/ThemePark', 'blank');"/>
the website files or use URLs. E

You can use HTML to make o < L colom idtn-"208
your images or GlIFs clickable! 142 48 GIFs Galors!
144 <a href="materials/day-of-disc.pdf">

. . . 145 <img src="materials/day-of-disc-gif.gif" width="200" height="100">
You can customize settings like e o
height, width, positioning, and caption Cn i e e G P [ P
styling after specifying the photo o
location.

21 ![Photo taken by Peg Duthie!](figs/sept-2-2026-meeting.png){width=100%}
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Channel your inner Bob Ross! &
(vour website isn’t like other websites)

$blue: #2780e3 !default;

1 1 H 1 1 $indigo: #6610f2 !default;

» Site-wide color choices live in your purpie: #ob7chb {deraults
$lavender: #d3d3ff !default;

StyleS.SCSS f||e, and you can aISO —\ $darkpink: #cc@occ !default;

$pink: #A52C60 !default;

£ . . $red: #CF4446 !default;
name specific colors in there by their Sorange: FEEGA24 Idsfault. v
h d $light-orange: #FB9E@7 !default; :{:!.nt—;olor:ﬁdarkpink Ege;aug;
$yellow: #F6D645 !default; ink-decoration: none !default;
ex codes. T ol pincioveoeion 30t LM st
. . ’

. ] . // Footer
$cyan: #3093CF !default; tfonrarchg: Soray-060 fdefaults

* You can change things like the sprinary:  spurpletderault D B

secondary: $lavender!default; // Inline code
$ y: $ ! $code-bg: $gray-200 !default;

I I : !default; — : et .
navigation bar, background, and e e W
$warning: $orange !default; // T0C

I | $danger: $red !default; pLocpcologifiorenass
Iln k COIOr- $1ight: $gray—4ﬂ0 Idefaults $toc-font-size: 1lem;

- ! H // Body Color
$dark $black !default; thody-bo: lavender:

* One-time color changes can be done
via HTML Styling, Similarly to bOIding 17 <span style="color:#cc@dcc;"> Slides </span>
or line breaks.
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$yellow: #F6D645 !default; ink-decoration: none !default;
ex codes. T ol pincioveoeion 30t LM st
. . ’

. ] . // Footer
$cyan: #3093CF !default; tfonrarchg: Soray-060 fdefaults

* You can change things like the sprinary:  spurpletderault D B

secondary: $lavender!default; // Inline code
$ y: $ ! $code-bg: $gray-200 !default;

I I : !default; — : et .
navigation bar, background, and e e W
$warning: $orange !default; // T0C

I | $danger: $red !default; pLocpcologifiorenass
Iln k COIOr- $1ight: $gray—4ﬂ0 Idefaults $toc-font-size: 1lem;

- ! H // Body Color
$dark $black !default; thody-bo: lavender:

* One-time color changes can be done
via HTML Styling, Similarly to bOIding 17 <span style="color:#cc@dcc;"> Slides </span>
or line breaks.
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Embedding Files

(this might be where your CV lives)

Download my CV!

* You can embed a file within a page
on your website so it becomes
scrollable!

—

» This trick requires defining the
container with a CSS block in the
index'qmd and SpeCifying the flle <div class="embed-container">

yOU Want 'tO embed in the indeX,S <iframe src=""r rmarkdown::metadata$cv$pdf #toolbar=0"
style="border: @.5px;width: 100%;"></1iframe>
YAML </div>

« Once you’ve defined the container, J
you write an html block to create it!
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Fa nwey Fownts
(for when the built-ins just won’t do the trick)

5 [Welcome to my blog, "Do it for the plot!" I've always got a side quest
(Cor two or three) going, whether the goal is to sneak a personal hobby

PY 1 into the stats world, pick up a new skill, or pretend I'm handwriting
If you Want to Incorporate a CUStom this introduction to add a little personal flair to the welcome. Below,
1 1 you'll find both cool resources I've come across and some of my favorite
font famlly’ you Can add any 'ttf flle projects. Check them out!]{style="font-family:

'ash-handwriting';font-size: 2rem;letter-spacing: -1px;line-height:

into the site files and call it on a I
specific piece of text!

* The easiest way to do this is to place the J
text within square brackets that are

i m med iately fOI Iowed by a. Style Wekcome to my blog, "Do it for the photV" ['ve akways got a side Guest (or tuwo of three) going, whether

the goak is to sneak a personal hobby into the stats worlkd, pick up a new shilk, or pretend. ['m hand.writing

SpeCification With i n cu rly braCKets . this introduction to add. a litthe personak fhair to the welcome, Bekow, you'M find both cook resources ['ve

come acfoss and some of my favorite projects. Check them outy

* You can often download fonts for free fromJ
sites like dafont or even create your own.
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https://www.dafont.com/
https://ianbarnard.co/blogs/tutorials/7-ways-to-start-making-your-own-fonts?srsltid=AfmBOorDV9nvyQcfL7221Xmp4TDSRYHWJ8O9QboqtMxyPcgh6RWuHvkC

More on YAML

(vet another way you can customize)

* An individual file’s YAML section can hold many extra settings that further
customize the page it builds.

* For pages you update frequently, you might want a “date-modified” option
along with the “date” you first published the page.

« Within the “execute” option, you can control when a page renders.

« Within the “resources” option, you can explicitly link to other files.
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Rendering to Preview

(translating your human-readable files into site files)

« Hitting the “render” button in RStudio Gitrub Pages
converts the Quarto source files into their
html output and allows you to preview
what your site will look like in the browser.

Deploy from a branch ~

Build and deployment

 If you don’t render the files, your changes
won’t be seen on the website.

* In the YAML file, you can set it up so the render dumps the html U e

output-dir: docs

output into a specific subfolder, like a “docs” folder. S ...

port: 22222
browser: true

watch-inputs: true

* The folder with the html outputs is what GitHub Pages uses to navigate: true

execute:

create the site files! T
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Gitting It Out There

(committing and pushing changes)

Start from the correct directory! (try “cd”)

The “git status” command displays a list of
changes since your last commit.

The “git add -A” command prepares all of your
changes to be saved in your next commit.

The “git commit -m your_message_here”
command officially creates the newest version
of your website.

The “git push” sends the commit from your
local repo to GitHub, and you can set your site
up so this cues the change in the live site.
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macbookpro:ashleymullan.github.io ashleymullan$ git status
On branch main
Your branch is up to date with 'origin/main’'.

Changes not staged for commit:
(use "git add <file>..." to update what will be committed)
(use "git restore <file>..." to discard changes in working directory)

tml

Untracked files:
(use "git add <file>..." to include in what will be committed)
docs/talks/materials guest . gi
tal nat als/aut

no changes added to commit (use "git add" and/or "git commit -a")
macbookpro:ashleymullan.github.io ashleymullan$ git add -A
macbookpro:ashleymullan.github.io ashleymullan$ git commit -m "update talks"
[main @a57bae] update talks

5 files changed, 23 insertions(+), 14 deletions(-)

create mode 100644 docs/talks/materials/auburn-guest.gif

create mode 100644 talks/materials/auburn-guest.gif
macbookpro:ashleymullan.github.io ashleymullan$ git push

Enumerating objects: 20, done.

Counting objects: 100% (20/2@), done.

Delta compression using up to 8 threads

Compressing objects: 100% (11/11), done.
Writing objects: 100% (11/11), 588.65 KiB | 11.32 MiB/s, done.
Total 11 (delta 7), reused @ (delta @), pack-reused @

remote: Resolving deltas: 100% (7/7), completed with 7 local objects.
To https://github.com/ashleymullan/ashleymullan.github.io.git
4285f46..0a57bae main -> main



Hosting

(how the people can find you)

« Hosting on GitHub Pages is free if you are willing to accept something like
<github-username>.github.io (with possible repo name suffix) as your URL.

* There are great tutorials linked within your GitHub Pages settings on how to
enable another domain name if you happen to have one.

* If you don’t have a paid GitHub account,
the repo holding your website source files |EEEEEEI—-
has to be public.

« The v, @, and x symbols at the top of your repo tell you if your most recent
edits successfully made it to the public page.
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Other Website Options

(if you choose to not go with this setup)

There are various free or cheap website options out there.

GitHub Pages can deploy static site files that weren’t made by Quarto.

Templates (free or paid) like Jekyll often have integration with GitHub Pages!

Choose the setup that best showcases your work and personality.
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https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/best-cheap-web-hosting/?utm_content=183393060942&utm_term=kwd-16034780&utm_campaign=23070094942&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&accountid=5243522780&utm_content=183393060942&utm_term=kwd-16034780&utm_campaign=23070094942&network=g&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9013184&device_model=&creative=776469586508&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23070094942&gbraid=0AAAAApscIBwq5acXbB79ffml6jPgO0xTL&gclid=CjwKCAjwtp7VBhBjEiwAJfpV--bhcfroHerD-s7UTNJKV_koFl4d3YhVmCHZETA2l4S9-W_aHJWeVxoCpL8QAvD_BwE

